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Scott Balmforth, Terroir o1
3 " Fremantle House, Simon Pendal
Balmforth Residence Rty
The design of my home paralleled a pericd of Intense scruliny
undertaken by lallow Terrair Director Gerard Reinmuith and as.
mysalf into-our design philosophy and methodology as part

For architects, the design of their
own home has historically served
as a unique opportunity to test ideas;

a laboratory of innovation that feeds a
broader design philosophy. In curating

Balmforth Residence, Seott
Baimforth

H A arres08 : the architect’s home

this special issue on the architect’s
house, we asked those involved how
the challenge of designing their own
homes has enriched and informed
the broader design development

of their practice. Their responses
follow, an insight not just into their
methodologies and approach, but
also into the pleasures, and perils, of
designing for oneself.

Simon Pendal, Rebecca Angus
Fremantle House

The house seams like the end of one thing and the starl of
something else. |l has marked a lransitional phase lor us as
praclitionars in this regarc. It's tha lirst of our projects that
loels truly whole. We were able to make small experiments
al our own risk, each of which seems to have pald off. it
anabled us to define more fully our core concerna, process,
working methods and our documentation practices.

of a collaborative research program in the RMIT Invitational
Masters program. In facl, our final presentation was in the same
week lhat construclion commenced! This project thus became
for e a further magnification of the design processes we had
adopled and that the Masters research highlighted.

el il aleo provided an interesting corollary — Gerarcl
and | had developed from the culsel of Terroir an apparent
singularity and the Masters highlighted the crilicality of
the ongoing 'conversalion’ belween us loour joint design
philosophy and approach, In the case of this project, however,
which was outside the oeuvre of typical office projects, my
grasping for external comment lrom Gerard was spasmodic
and the comments were more circumspect than normal.
Rather than, “Let's do this®, his tendency was 1o say, “Well,
you could try that." That is, * am giving you a suggestion
bul this is your own house.” Thus | began e understand
the comments of Melbourne architect Allan Powell at ong
of our Masters' panel presentations: he enviously noted the
luxury Gerard and | enjoy of being able o have an ongoing
conversalion on design, whereas he had lo have such a
conversation in his own-mind. | think | shared some of Allan's
mind gpace in this project.

Yet it was far from a project in isolation. It developed as
these projects find a way of developing withaut the torluous
client deadlines, or reluctance to experiment hanging
overheat — via many ideas from past projects, while also
providing a playground of sorts for 1he willul exploration of
new ideas.

Perhaps the most paignant reflection | could make
relates to the manner in which this project symbalises the
devalopment ol our collaborative practice approach, where
this intensely personal work can still sit comtortably within ihe
hody of work established by Terrolr to date. If anything, this
is & confirmation of the lightnass with which we wark through
ideas as a collaborative group, regardiess of localion or lype



architect’s statement
This house formy family 1s within a former ware
the inner suburh of nordh Hobaill, Tha narrow sl
contrast of industnal ancl residantal uses, yat this is the
house in the street within an industrial bullding

The existing saw-tooth roof warehouse had a con
irea ol 300 square matres and behind full height metal
doois along the rear was a land-locked yard adjomnmng an.
vacant Iof. The net rear yard was around 600 square met
Thig facililal 156 with another family member
\ : & dlivicling wall through the exisling
wolldl deliver sullicient space for wo dwellings

The change of use has mantamed much of the forme
sireet-front character. The street-front austenly s fully inte
ta dramatically contrast wilh the unexpected inleno
reacymade e ir of the counterpoint belween a blunt
external lorm and a neh intenor comimen Lo many T
projects ] 5 1n the past this was due 1o gt budagets, this
project involved a definilte choice

The project developed on and ofl over athree-year perod
alengthy gestation which is allibuled 1o both altending 16 1he
demands of a busy oflice and Ihe struggle and opportunity that
15 designing one's own Nome. In Ne process « 5 conftronted
with many thoughts of past and present i wplored in
Ihe praclice projects anc 1he ntial for innovation and
exploration afforded by the opportunily o embark on a p

eres you are lhe chenl

[he new intenor seeks lo elain [he character of the former
use while meeting the de s, for segregalion and insure
that come with providing a home for a family in a large, open

architects ~ shell lhat does not lend itsall 1o fending off a cold Hobart winter
T|'.r(1;|'|‘] VIEWES N siras| O rear Werne WO THEainimey

the deplh of space that was a privilege to i et o he exishing

photagraphy building. Mostintermnal walls run parallel to the through views

Iesrne hercetl

and establish a physical reverberalion ot he central wall
dividing lhe two dwellings within tha existing wareh
rooms such as the uppear level bedrooms run along the dviding
wall whereasn contrast the opposite side wallis relatively intacl
and runs alongside | Qe s e which recall the QPONNEss ol
Ihe warahouge

The 'hands-on' approach dunng construction, with a builder

who was familiar with aur projects, enabled furlber development

on-sile. In particular, this enabled a degree of loying with
varous details thal is generally net possible in projecls. Ths
loying |s also a cany-over ol [he mannet in which we appro
an research at Terroir, using vanous mediumes at hand
frorm CAD lo cardboard. In this project, toying with cardboard in

B almf()rth minialure was replaced with oymng n lull scate wilh things auch
as manaaqing views and privacy through imperceplible changes

in the ‘grain’ direction of expanded metal sheeting, fold oul

Residence

nght 1 te rock climbing grips as door hanclles




itect’s home
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balmforth residence
Driving down a quaint Hobarl street of neat brick houses and
mixe slopment, we pause as a roller doar opens in the
face of an otherwise ordinary factory, complete with painted
plumbers sign. Scoll Balmforth's sultably sculled BMW
glides into his home, narrowly missing the children's bikes
and prams The view lhrough the windscreen is also a view
through the windscreen of the house — the garage serving as
{he building's (o

The obvious advantage ol such a devise is to Immediately
increase the size of habilation, bul it also appropriately
acknowledges the architectural rights of tha car, The car is,
after all, a significan! part of the built fabric of our lives. and
its mute presence within Ihe home serves as an interesting
reminder ol [his condition

We enter the Balmforth family home and factory
conversion via the dark expanding wedge shaped comidors
of the ground floor. The predominant calour is black,
primarily dictated by the use of form-ply as a wall surface
but black Is not black. Whether In the case of the form-ply,
tiles; or cabingtry within the kitchen, the vanous types of
black reveal reflections and colour trapped within. Upstai
in a creamy contrast, limed plywood lakes you to the light

On entry, views instantly unfold Ihrough 1o Ihe garden
al the other end of the house and a huge, rust red wall that

frames the culcoor space, rendering some refleclions pink

o1.

Ongmally a plumbe vorkshop,
the conversion relaims a raw
gualiy thatis rare i a lamily
rasidance.

oa.
The bulding s gar

also s S | e
ElE'S{l_Jri‘_‘ that reads as an
seknowledgment af the

architectural rnghts-of the Car

mine laval (& vailed
ded mesh, mediating
o the living srea below

[he central ground wedge holds toilets, kitchen, cellar storage
and living retreal, all of which enjoy views of the yard,

The space then opens to full helghl beneath indt
sawlooth skylights and a huge block wall, complete with
paint stans and scars. Unlike many such conversions the
factory loughness remaing. Malerie sed aré pracisely
drawn, bul also ready lo be scarred with family memories.
The huge kitehen banch in limber 12 1estament 1o this
potential

The design doesn't feel too finished - a trap that most
architects fall into with homes. Terroir is well known for its
continuous design lines and labyrinthine spaces. Originally
Inspired by the works of such luminaries as Ennc Miralles,
its work now reflaciz an understanding of the fiow of
spaces lrom ingide to oulside, particularly In relation to the
landscape of Tasmania. The mastery of Terroir's archilects
ls evidenced here, espacially when one moves upstairs and
along a double wedge shaped corridor that culminates in
a lulure study averlooking the lounge. Skylights lluminate
the limed plywaod, which opens to four bedrooms and
bathrooms. The mezzaning Is cleverly scregned lrom the
dauble height space with expanded mesh gently opening
and closing views as one walks along ils length. | only
worrled about the size of the master badroom, perhaps

shortened by the needs of three children

home
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While the use of form ply as

a surfacing malteral ansures
the predorminant colour within
the house is black, its rellective
qualities allow for a surprismgly
rich chromatic varianoe

Qs.
|resions in the wall of |he
staowall lacilitate e pa

of light

os.
Ao 1o
ny ol the build-

rasg |I,rn.:mg

I the building] combine to
lend il @ porous Guatity.

o7.08.
The A0 IS Lvied -,
lurnished state

Simple rmaterials are also given weight and style through
attention to detail. The main cenlral blade wall upslairs
culminates in a laminated plywood edge of 150-millimetres of
end-grain, The plywood stairs leading upstairs feature gill-like

ounge o a
h forms the children's

nain space of the house

As it In conversation with the bullding's Trant roller-door
access, the lounge has retained the factory's original
door. Slots have been cut within its galvanised steel pe
cladding to give glimpses of the view, raplate with the cul
and folded remnants of steel plate acting as fixed shulters

However, the entire wall can be moved over 1o open hall
the house to the elements. This 1s truly dramatic, especially
when it reve
a neighbouring rust coloured concrede wall but also the
division between Scoit and his brother's hall of the factory,

using basall llled gabions as'a mountainous barrier.

The | landscaping and decks are yet 10 ba completed,
This work will leature a sea of basalt between limber
decks and planting. The current environment features the
usual toys, seats, dog enclosure and bits and pieces of
Tamily I vel ancl bits of asp; with patches
of wirl make up 1 chilclvan's achvenlire pla'y'gl'nlll'!t‘,l,
which looks like fun, Complate or not, this enviranmant

full of the patential that any tamily needs In order to be
adaplable 1o the ongoing llux of life. I1's nol overdane

Nong of these realities takes away from the success
of thiz adaptive re-use of a lactory shell. Everything that
could he sed inventivaly has been hamessed. The
alevation Is the best example of this, The original talded Gal
plate panels have been retained but sliced open for slot
winclows. The skylights are intact except for new windows 1o
the bedrooms. It 1s possible to look through the entire house
from the yard and-see the car in the garage-and even the
streel itselt if the roller door is open.

This praject undoubitedly shows mastery and confidence

of interpretalion. Terroir and Balmiorth have come of age: ar

: the architect s hom
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balmforth residence

principal architeots Tereolr Pty Lid praject taam Scoll Balmiodl, Gerard
Reinmuth, Richard Blythe, Paul Sayers, Nie Fabririo, Cassandra Kiss, Bonme Herring
project manager Scotl Balmiorth engineer Gandy and Raberis builder

Tascon Constructions ether Building Surveyor; Lee Tyers Butlding Surveyors
sub-controactors Flectrical, Advanced Electneal, Plumbing; Applied Plumbing size
40 square metres sime to complece Consiruction, & months council Hobart City
Caunell alient Scott and Fiona Balmiorth design tools Aulodesk AutoCad 2008,
Autodesk 305 Max B ineernal wall lining Upper-level: Arouca Ply [imewashed!,
Browsters, Lower-level; Farmply, Brewsters intarnal ataal cladding Expanded
metal Expamel, Perlorated and Expanded Metal Company raat Zincalume Custom Orb,
Bluescape oniling Galvanised metal shest, Hill Sheet Melal eeilling Expandod metal
Expamet, Perfarated and Expanded Metal Company ceiling 10mm Plasterboard, CSR
guttering sxisling windeows Vanlage, Blass Supplics reeflights Valui doors Salid
Larminated doors Arouca Ply snd Formply, Custom Cabimels herdwaire Access Hardware
signage rusling heating/coaling systems Hydronic Bias, Hunl Heating paint
Antigue Whits USA, Dulux efles Bathroom and Ensuite Artic Mere J00x600, Ressetto

Tiles lightinglighting fietings Southern Lighting Hooring Concrete sealed tinish
earpet Carpel Campany plywood Polyurithane with liming stain, Carpet Company

kitchen jolinary 2 pak an American veneer, Kingston Joinery dining table Lominoted

ply fiooe joists on original butchers block, Kingston Joindry eoektop/avena Fisher &
Paykil rangehood Quasair dishwasher Micle window furnishings At roller
blinds, Bonmwell Blinds door hendles Climbing grip holds, Climtnong Edge roller door

Tomn Moora and Son

ground laval plan

legend,

a. living area 01
b kitchen

. paniry

d, dining

o. living area 02
f. cellar

g. loundry

h. bathroom

e cloak room

Ji store

k. garage

I gatden

m, hedroom
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